
A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL 

Reproduction of this bulletin in any form prohibited. Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and    
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout, 
commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2022.   
No 1933. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

 

Christopher Monaghan CP

REFLECTING ON OUR CALL 

As we celebrate the feast of the Ascension the 

words of the angels to the disciples can serve 

as a useful reminder of the meaning of this 

feast: ‘Why are you standing here looking up 

at the sky?’ The disciples had just witnessed 

the departure of their Lord and while their 

immediate reaction was natural there was 

work to be done; a mission had been entrusted 

to them. It was no time for standing still but 

getting down to the work at hand.

Firstly, the Lord had given them the mission 

of preaching the salvation that Jesus offered 

to the whole world. Secondly, they had to 

prepare for the gift of the Spirit which would 

enable and empower them to undertake their 

task. As the Gospel of Luke concludes we find 

the disciples in prayer in the temple waiting 

for the gift of the Spirit, joyfully pondering on 

what they had experienced.

The reading from the letter to the Ephesians 

calls us to share in that journey of reflection 

into the meaning of not only the life of Jesus 

but our own life as Christians. As Paul reflected 

on Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, he came 

to see that it was truly a cosmic event. Jesus 

was not just Lord of death but all creation. 

The Ephesians are invited to reflect on the 

richness of the gift they have all received as 

Christians. Today’s feast of the Ascension 

calls us to rejoice in, and reflect on, our call 

and mission.

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 
everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions 
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 
shown himself alive to them after his Passion 
by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them 
about the kingdom of God. When he had been 
at table with them, he had told them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the 
Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what 
you have heard me speak about: John baptised 
with water but you, not many days from now, 
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
 Now having met together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to 
restore the kingdom of Israel?’ He replied, ‘It 
is not for you to know times or dates that the 
Father has decided by his own authority, but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you, and then you will be my witnesses not 
only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and 
Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
 As he said this he was lifted up while they 
looked on, and a cloud took him from their 
sight. They were still staring into the sky when 
suddenly two men in white were standing near 
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from 
Galilee standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the 
same way as you have seen him go there.’

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 46:2-3, 6-9. R. v. 6

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.  
(or Alleluia!)
1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry to God 
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most 
High, we must fear, / great king over all the 
earth. R.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord 
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for 
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king, sing 
praise. R.

3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise 
with all your skill. / God is king over the 
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING Eph 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians 
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to 
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the 
eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories 
he has promised the saints will inherit and 
how infinitely great is the power that he has 
exercised for us believers. This you can tell 
from the strength of his power at work in 

Christ, when he used it to raise him from the 
dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in 
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, 
Power, or Domination, or any other name that 
can be named, not only in this age, but also in 
the age to come. He has put all things under his 
feet, and made him as the ruler of everything, 
the head of the Church; which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 28:19, 20 

Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people 
my gospel. I am with you always, until the 
end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 24:46-53

A readingfrom the holy Gospel according  
to Luke.
While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is 
written that the Christ would suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, and that, in his 
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
would be preached to all the nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.

 ‘And now I am sending down to you what the 
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until 
you are clothed with the power from on high.’ 
Then he took them out as far as the outskirts 
of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew 
from them and was carried up to heaven. 
They worshipped him and then went back to 
Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually 
in the Temple praising God.

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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 Greetings to all parishioners & visitors of St Andrew & St Agnes 
Twinned Catholic Parishes, Malabar—Matraville. 
  
Today the Lord Jesus was taken up into to Heaven (Feast of the 
Ascension).  As Jesus was going to Heaven, he instructed his disciples, 
his witnesses to proclaim to all nations, that the Christ would suffer and 
on the third day rise from the dead, and that in his name, repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. He instructed the disciples to return to city and wait for the advocate the Holy Spirit, 
that the Father had promised to confirm them in this ministry of evangelization to the ends of 
the earth and know that I am with you till the end of time. 
Next weekend is Pentecost, 50 days after Easter, when the Holy Spirit came down on the 
Apostles and they were filled with the Holy Spirit and the Church as we know it began. You 
may wish to wear something red to celebrate the beginning of the Church. 
As the Holy Spirit came down upon the Apostles at Pentecost, so too this Friday 3 June at St 
Agnes’ War Memorial Catholic Church, Matraville.  Bishop Richard Umbers DD will call down 
the Spirit of Pentecost on 21 of our parish community who receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. I wish to congratulate them and their families as they complete their Sacraments 
of initiation and now filled with the Holy Spirit have the ability of the Apostle to proclaim Jesus 
Christ as our Savoir and Redeemer. 
On Wednesday 1 June at St Agnes’ Catholic Primary School, Matraville our Confirmation 
Class 2022 are having a retreat day, to understand more fully the Sacrament of Confirmation 
that they will receive. Thanks to all who have prepared the day. 
I have just received news that Bishop Umbers has been called to Rome for a meeting and 
Bishop Ingham was asked to do the Confirmation for St Andrew’s on 17 June, his doctor said 
he needs a pacemaker and couldn’t do it. The other Sydney Bishops have already been 
booked out. The Vicar General, Father Gleeson has given me delegation as Parish Priest to 
confer the Sacrament of Confirmation to St Andrew’s candidates on Friday 17 June. 
  
Our congratulations from all at St Agnes’ and St Andrew’s to Maria Reilly (St Agnes’ Matraville) 
who last Thursday, celebrated her 104th (105th in Asian Numerology)Birthday.. Maria, I believe 
had a couple of wishes, a story in our newspapers and a meeting with our Premier of 
NSW,  Mr Dominic Perrottet who she has a deep respect for. Maria had a pleasant surprise 
last Thursday as  Mr Perrottet called on Maria and wished 
her Happy Birthday! We wait on the newspapers. 
  
A change to Mass times: Wednesday 1 June 9am 
Mass at St Agnes’ no 7am Mass at St Agnes’ or 9am 
St Andrew’s 
Thursday 2 June 7am Mass at St Agnes, 9am at St 
Andrew’s 
  
I will be on Retreat this weekend and thank the MSC 
Priests and Father Paul in supplying Masses. 
  
God Bless,           Fr John 

Go Make Disciples,  

Please pray for the Faithful Departed:  

Recently deceased Caroline Jones, John Ireland OAM (President of Catholic 
Club, Sydney), Robyn Fletcher Grace Abela and all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, the sick 
and dying, the poor and the homeless, the people of Ukraine and Russia, and all who have 
died from the Covid-19 Virus. and victims of mass murder of children and teachers in 
Texas last week. 

Deceased: Agnes Brisbane. 

Anniversary: Tony Gauci, George Kerbage, Jesvina Sarmento, Aida Cruz, Jacinta De Sousa,  
Humberto Soares, Renato Lobo,  Altino Aravjo,  Adriano Maradini, James Leo Denman, and  
Rosemary O’Reilly,   
 

The Sick:  Angelo Portelli, Anton Snashel,  Ellie Carter, Mary Lau, Lilly Weekes, Brian and Colleen 
Maguire, Max Fenech, Marc Bakusic,  Metilda and Jacintha Mary,  Fran Evans and Ernie Ross. Pray 
for the sick, the dying poor and homeless in our parishes and those suffering from Covid. 

 A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 02)  3932 8102 or 
afeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdio-

Where will Fr John be celebrating Masses next weekend? 
Saturday, - 4 June , 5.30pm St Agnes’ 
Sunday—5 June,  9.00am St Andrew’s (Livestreamed)                                                                        
                                Please scan the QR code to 
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FUNERAL for the Late Grace Abela—St Agnes’, Thursday, 2 June at 12:30pm 

Happy Birthday and Congratulations to Lee Leo, who is celebrating her Birthday 
today 0Sunday . 
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